GOVERNMENTS SINCE   1835
BIBLIOGRAPHY

The establishment of the so-called 'National' Government has been the subject of much
controversy. See Nicolson, King George V, pp. 453-69; G. M. Young, Stanley Baldwin,
pp. 164-8; Viscount Samuel, Memoirs, pp. 202-5; Snowden, Autobiography, n, pp. 929-
61; Hamilton, Arthur Henderson, pp. 371-401; Webb, 'What Happened in 1931:
A Record', Political Quarterly iii, pp. 1-17.

32. Coalition (National) Government, 1931-1935
Prime Minister: Mr MacDonald.

The first National Government was a temporary Government formed 'to
deal with the national emergency that now exists' and when that purpose was
accomplished the political parties would resume their respective positions.
A Cabinet often persons (four Labour, four Conservatives and two Liberals)
was formed. The Prime Minister stated in his broadcast that the general
election which would follow the completion of the task would not be fought
by the Government. The Conservatives, however, pressed for a general
election, the Liberals opposing strongly. The Prime Minister and the other
Labour members eventually giving way, however, a dissolution was decided
upon. An enormous majority was obtained and the Government reconsti-
tuted. The Liberals (but not the Liberal Nationals) resigned over the Ottawa
Agreements of 1932 and Mr Snowden with them: but the Government
remained in office until the resignation of Mr MacDonald in 1935.
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For the formation of the second 'National' Government, see Nicolson, King George V,
pp. 491-6; Viscount Samuel, Memoirs, pp. 207-13; Snowden, Autobiography, n,
pp. 950-61.

33. Coalition (National} Government^

Prime Minister: Mr Baldwin.

In 1935 Mr MacDonald resigned on the ground of ill-health, though he
had actually ceased to be in command of the situation since 1933. The change
was made in 1935 because the Conservative party, which controlled the
Government, preferred to fight the election of 1935 under its own banner.
Mr Baldwin became Prime Minister but the fiction that the Government was
'National* was (rather shamefacedly) maintained, and Mr MacDonald re-
mained in office as Lord President of the Council.
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